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enlightenment and deep peace, it also produced.a passive
dreary religiosity which did not always result in purposeful
work for the welfare of humanity.

T'lEN T'AI SCHOOL

Chih I is the chief representative of the Tien Tat
School. He lived in the latter half of the 6th century and
spent most of his life in the province of Chekiang, where he
died in 597 A.D. Here in the T'ien T'ai mountains, where
monastic life was strongly developed, he founded his school
and ordained over four thousand priests.

Chih I's main principle is to reconcile the different
utterances of the Buddha by allotting them to five different
periods in his life.

I.    The first period covers the first three weeks of the
life of the Buddha after his enlightenment.   The teaching
about bodhisattvas belongs to this period.

II.    When the Buddha found that his teachings could
not be understood by ordinary persons, he laid down the
four truths and pointed out how   one   could achieve the
dignity of an arhat.   This period of twelve years found its
expression in the Hlnayana scriptures.

III.    When the disciples felt that this was the whole
truth, the Master corrected them and made out that there
was still more.   They will not only become saints but also
share in the work of saving the world.   The Mahayana
scriptures represent the teachings of this period of eight
years.

IV.    When there was confusion in men's minds about
the mutual relations of the Hlnayana and the Mahayana,
the Buddha explained that the Hlnayana was the prepara-
tory stage for the Mahayana realm of thought.   This was
the work of the next 22 years and a scripture like the Maha-
prajnaparamita Sutra is typical of the teachings of this period.

V.    When the Buddha reached the ripe age of 72 he
taught the lofty doctrine that every individual may attain to
nirvana, that he had come down to earth for this purpose